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G RADUALLY, during the past few years, we have become one of the most

active, if not the largest dealer, in the pioneer and territorial gold field.

Not only have we handled many of the better known rarities, but it has been

our good fortune to devise a system of unearthing numerous unique pieces not

previously known to Edgar H. Adams, Waldo Newcomer, Virgil Brand, Fred

Boyd, or anyone else. In this connection, we might state that we have handled

the most fabulous items imaginable. Some of them will appear for the first

time in the new, thirteenth edition of the Whitman GUIDEEOOK; others will

appear in the nineteenth edition of the sTANDARD cATALQGUE next year.

Branching out from the regular privately-made gold coins, we were the
first dealers to dig out, popularize, and deal in western assay ingots. In addi-

tion, we have scrutinized pioneer patterns and trials, unofficial coin dies, assay

ingot punches, paper money privately made in the western states prior to 1890,
and even bar and ingot moulds. Of late we have gone even further in our
search of ANYTHING connected with the "Money of the West. " We are keenly
interested in the historical data and background contained in letters, corre-

spondence, drafts, checks, broadsides, directories, and even contemporary news-

papers. We own what could easily be considered the most comprehensive library

on "Western Numismatic Americana" in existence.

Pioneer gold, particularly RARE pioneer gold, requires top-notch clients.
We found the coins and ingots —and we have found the customers. Our
clients, mainly because they are our clients, are well informed. They know
that we deal in documented facts, not fanciful conversation. If the item is
GOOD, we can pay a GOOD price on their behalf.

It usill pay yog to contact us if yost have arty of the folloruirtg
items, or krtou uhere to locate them!

~ "Common" Pioneer or privately made gold coins in superlative condition;
Ex. Fine to Proof.

~ Pioneer Gold rarities in any condition.
~ Unlisted and/or unpublished Pioneer Gold.
~ Assay bars and ingots.
~ Pioneer patterns and trials; in any metal.
~ Western paper money, script, certificates, drafts.
~ Any ephemera connected with the Numismatic West; from Assayer's letter

punches to broadsides and even pertinent newspaper accounts.

IF IT'S WORTHWHILE, IT WILL PAY YOU TO DEAL DIRECTl

(Ottfers, appraisals, correspondence, transactions, in confdence)

New Netherlands caiN co )Nc ~

ONE WEST 47TH STREET ~ NEW YORK 36, N. Y.



THE NUMISMATIST
Registered U. 5. and Canadian patent Oisces

Founded 1888 by Dr. George F. Heath

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION
ORGANIZED 1891, INCORPORATED UNDER THE LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES 1912

Vol. 72 July, 1959 No. 7

TABLE OF CONTENTS
Medals of Altdorf University. Herbert J. Erlanger
New or Recent Issues. Ernst Kraus .
Unpublished and Unusual Jewish Coins. Dr. Joseph Meyshan .
A. N. A. President in Europe
Sutler Issues of the Civil War. James J. Curto .
Canadian Convention in Regina
Coins We Should Know. P. K. Anderson
A. N. A. 1959 Convention .
Society of Medalists' Fifty-ninth Issue
Let's Attend the Convention. Lewis M. Reagan .
Those Saudi Arabian Gold Discs. Harry X Boosel
Finnish Numismatists Hear President Dodson
Candidates for A. N. A. Offices
Nomination Reports
Coinage Reports . . . . . . . .
Standard Rating Agency for Coin Grading. Bryan Lumpkin
Book Reviews
Calendar of Future Numismatic Events
Club News
General Secretary's Report

. 770
782
783
788
789
797
798

800, 801
802

. 804
805
814
817
819
823

. . . . . . 824
825
826
827
836

OFFICERS
President —REAR ADMIRAL O. H. DODSON, USN (Ret. ), Director of the Money

Museum, National Bank of Detroit, Detroit 32, Mich.
First Vice President —GLENN B. SMEDLEY, 253 Washington Blvd. , Oak Park, Ill.
Second Vice President —MATT H. ROTHERT, P. O. Box 5861, Camden, Ark.
General Secretary —LEWIS M. REAGAN, P. O. Box 577, Wichita, Kans.
Treasurer —HAROLD R. KLEIN, P. O. Box 272, Hinsdale, Ill.
Librarian —JOHN J. GABARRON, P. O. Box 3011, Lincoln 10, Nebr.
Curator —VERNON L. BROWN, RCA Bldg. , 1254 Ave. of the Americas, New York 20,

N. Y.
Historian —JACK W. OGILVIE, Box 2221, Hollywood 28, Calif.
Custodian of Slides —MICHAEL M. DOLNICK, 6720 N. Seeley Ave. , Chicago 45, Ill.
Legal Counsel —HARRY LESSIN, Allen Road, Norwalk, Conn.
District of Columbia Representative —ELDRIDGE G. JONES, Rlggs National Bank,

Washington. D. C.
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

P. K. ANDERSON, 101 E. 2nd St., Hobart, Okla.
COL. JAMES W. CURTIS, 515 E. Capitol Ave. , Springfiel, Ill.
DON SHERER, 2212 N. 15th Ave. , Phoenix, Ariz.
C. C. SHROYER, Box 424, Fremont, Ohio
ARTHUR SIPE, 4021 Bonsall Ave. , Drexel Hill, Pa.

ELSTON G. BRADFIELD, Editor, P. O. Box 3491, Chicago 54, III.
S. W. FREEMAN, Advertising Manager, P. O. Box 591, Newport, Ark. , Telephone 92

Members of the Association, ezceyt Associate members, receive the magazine vrtthout additional cost beyond
their annual dues.

Appncattons for membership or subscrlptions should be sent to oslce of General secretary. Membership for Arst
year, t7.08, including admission fee and one year's dues. Membership dues 85.00 yer year after first year.

Yearly subscription 88.00. Single copy 50 cents.
second class postage paid st wichita, Kansas. publhhed Monthly. coyyrlght 1959 Amertcsn Numismatic

AssoclsttolL

JULY, 1959 769



Foundation medal on construction of the college
building, 1571.
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"An older generation of numismatists uas apparently not afraid
of the trackless and insugciently charted areas"

MEDALS OF ALTDORF UNIVERSITY

BY

HERBERT J ERLANGERp A. N. A. NO. 8876

O
NE of the reasons, perhaps,
why medals are so little col-
lected today is the immensity

of the iield. It is easy enough to
collect large cents, hard times to-
kens, English milled coinage, or
even Roman denarii. There are well
established categories and speciali-
zations, and there are catalogs, hand
books and other easy to handle
compendia available for the asking.
The prospective collector can deter-
mine just what he has to obtain—and how much he has to pay-
to get a date collection or a type
collection or a representative col-
lection of rulers. And with a little
patience and sufficient funds he can
count on getting it, or most of it,
in the condition he desires.

Very different, indeed, is the situ-
ation that confronts the incipient
medal collector. Where shall he
start, what shall he collect, and
where can he even find a listing of
the items he must get to have a
representative collection in his
chosen fleld?

An older generation of numis-
matists was apparently not afraid
of the trackless and insufficiently
charted areas that surround the
medal collector on all sides. They
chose their field, built up their col-
lections from what specimens they
could flnd and then published them
for posterity. We can see the re-
sults in such works as Medicina in
Nummis, the Brettauer collection,
Pax in Nummis, the Le Maistre
collection, or even V. Forster's de-

scription of his collection of medals
by Augsburg engravers.

But the field of medals is endless
and even where such works exist
they are incomplete, the specialty
could be defined differently, and, of
course, there have been new medals
since the book came out. But it is
perhaps just in that —that every
medal collector is an explorer and
discoverer —where one of the fas-
cinations of medal collecting lies.
Another, of course, is the inexhaust-
ible amount of historical and ar-
tistic facts that the medal collector
continuously discovers and may
study.

One field that once was quite
popular, and could be again, is
the collecting of medals of uni-
versities. Late in the nineteenth
century Laverrenz published a book
on the medals of the German uni-
versities. It is a model of its kind,
for it contains not only descriptions
of medals but also much historical
fact about the universities and in
some cases of their professors. But
it, too, is incomplete and this not
only in the case of the universities
that continued to flourish after it
was published, but even in cases of
those that had ceased to exist be-
fore it was written. One of these
is the University of Altdorf.

Altdorf is a town in the territory
that the Free Imperial City of
Nfirnberg acquired in 1505 in the
Treaty of Cologne which closed the
War of the Bavarian Succession. In
this war the City had backed Duke

Herbert J. Erlanger, New York, N. Y. is associated with the
Motion Picture Export Association of America. He is the author of
several articles for The Numismatist on the subject of commem-
orative medals.
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Medal on the opening of the university, 1683.

Medal on the granting of the right to create doctors of theology, 1693.

Medal on the granting of the right to create doctors of theology, 1693.
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Medal on centennial of the opening of the university, 1723.

Medal on centennial of the opening of the university, 1723.

Medal on centennial of the opening of the university, 1723.
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Medal on centennial of the opening of the university, 1733.

Medal on the return of the college into the City, 1688.

Medal on the centennial of the return of the college into the City, 1788.

Medal on the centennial of the return of the college into the City, 1733.
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Ludwig of Bavaria-Munich who had
not only the better claim, but also
the support of Emperor Maximilian
I and thus defeated Elector Philip
of the Palatinate and his son Ru-
pert. The latter had to give up
their claims to most of the disputed
inheritance of the Duchy of Ba-
varia-Landshut and in addition had
to cede a strip of the Upper Palat-
inate to the City of NQrnberg. This
strip together with a few other
towns contained Altdorf.

Since 1526 the City had had within
its walls a college established by
Philip Melanchthon. In the latter

part of the sixteenth century, when
the City was at the height of its
power and wealth, it decided to
transfer this college to Altdorf and
develop it into a university.

From that time on it has been
the source of a very large number
of medals, perhaps more than any
other university. They fall into
three categories:

1. Medals directly connected with
the history of the university.

2. Prize medals issued by it.
3. Medals on those connected with

the university.

MEDALS ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNIVERSITY'S HISTORY

The history of the university is
comparatively simple and unevent-
ful, The construction of the college
building commenced in 1571 and is
commemorated by a very beautiful
and extremely rare medal copies
of which were enclosed in the man-
ner of the times in the foundation
stones. On June 29, 1575, the new
building was opened and in 1580
Emperor Rudolph II granted the
college the privilege of creating
bachelors and masters of art
whereby the college became an
academy. No medals of these
events exist.

In 1623 Emperor Ferdinand II
granted the privilege of creating
doctors of law, medicine, and phi-
losophy. On June 29, 1623 this was
ceremoniously published, whereby
the college formally became a uni-
versity. There are two medals and
a klippe on this occasion.

The religious animosities existing
in these early years of the Thirty
Years' War and the Emperor's posi-
tion as the leading exponent of the
then victorious Catholic party were
responsible for his refusal to permit
the creation of doctors of Lutheran
theology. It was not until seventy-
four years later, in 1697, that
Emperor Leopold I granted this
privilege. Thereupon, in the follow-
ing century, Altdorf became one of
the leading Lutheran theological
centers in Germany. The event of
1697 is again commemorated by
two medals and a klippe.

Thereafter nothing remained in
the way of history, but an anni-
versary and extinction. In 1723 the
hundredth anniversary of the un'
versity was commemorated by four
medals, including one showing the
building housing it, and a klippe.

There are no medals on the ses-
quicentennial, and the university
was not destined to see its second
centenary. In 1806 NQrnberg and
its territory became Bavarian.
Three years later, in 1809, the Uni-
versity of Altdorf was closed.

All the medals on the history of
the university are listed by Laver-
renz except the one of 1571, one of
the medals of 1623, and the klippe
of 1697. There is, however, a com-
plete listing in Imhof's work on
the coins and medals of NQrnberg.

A word remains to be said about
the original college founded in 1526
in the City and later transferred to
Altdorf. It was separated from the
university and returned into the
City in 1633. There it survived the
university and continues to the pres-
ent day. It is now called the
Melanchthon Gymnasium and has
been the source of a series of medals
of its own. There is a series of
three, all very similar and all prob-
ably struck in the eighteenth cen-
tury, although they commemorate
the founding in 1528, the return to
the City in 1633 and the centenary
in 1733 respectively. There is also
another one of 1733 showing the
college building in the City. Laver-
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